FOR.
FONT. The vase or basin at-which persons regeneration are baptized. The rites of Baptism i first times were performed in fountains and rivers, both because their converts were many, and because those ages were unprovided with other baptisteries. We have no other remainder of this rite but the name : for hence it is that we call our baptisteries," Fonts," which, when religion found peace, were built and consecrated for the more reverence and respect of the sacrament. These were placed at first at some distance from the church; afterwards in the church porch, and that significantly, because baptism is the entrance into the church mystical, as the porch of the temple. At last they were introduced into the church itself, being placed at the west end, near the south entrance. They were not admitted in the first instance into every church, but into the cathedral of the diocese, thence called " the mother church/' because it gave spiritual birth by Baptism. Afterwards they were introduced into rural churches. Wheresoever they stood, they were always held in high estimation by true Christians. A font preserved in the royal jewel-house, and formerly used for the Baptism of infants of the royal family, was of silver.
At first Baptism was administered publicly, as occasion served, by rivers : afterwards the baptistery was built at the entrance of the church, or very near it; which had a large basin in it, that held the persons to be baptized, and they went down by steps into it. A fterwards, when immersion came to be disused fonts were set up at the entrance of churches. 1 Still. 146.
Edm. There shall be a font of stone or other competent material in every church, which shall be decently covered and kept, and .not converted to other uses. And the water, wherein the child shall be baptized, shall not be kept above seven days in the font: Lind. 241.
By Canon 81. According to a former constitution, too much neglected in many places, there shall be a font of stone in every church and chapel where Baptism is to be ministered, the same to be set in the ancient usual places: in which only font the minister shall baptize publicly.
FORMULARY. A book containing the rites, ceremonies, and prescribed forms of the Church, The foram-